Outdoor Wedding Event Planning Checklist with
Timeline

Planning a successful outdoor wedding requires a detailed event planning checklist to stay organized and meet
deadlines. This timeline guides couples through essential tasks, from venue selection to final decorations, ensuring a
seamless celebration. Proper preparation minimizes stress and maximizes enjoyment on the special day.

12+ Months Before

Set budget and wedding vision

Create guest list

Research and book outdoor venue (with backup plan)
Select wedding date

Hire a wedding planner (optional)

9-12 Months Before

Book key vendors (caterer, photographer, entertainment, florist)
Shop for wedding attire

Send save-the-dates

Secure accommodations for guests and wedding party
Arrange for rentals (tents, chairs, lighting, portable restrooms)

6-9 Months Before

Plan ceremony and reception details (decor, music, timeline)
Finalize menu and cake

Order invitations

Book transportation (if needed)

3-6 Months Before

Send invitations

Schedule dress fittings

Confirm vendor contracts

Arrange insurance and permits for the outdoor venue
Plan ceremony rehearsal and rehearsal dinner

1-3 Months Before

Finalize guest count and seating chart
Confirm backup weather plan and logistics
Begin beauty regimen/hair trials

Create wedding day timeline

Order favors and signage

1-4 Weeks Before

Follow up with all vendors

Prepare welcome baskets/kits for guests

Break in wedding shoes

Assemble emergency kit (first aid, sunscreen, bug spray, etc.)
Pack for honeymoon

1 Day Before

e Set up venue and decorations
e Attend rehearsal and rehearsal dinner



e Distribute final payments/tips to vendors
¢ Relax and recharge

Wedding Day

Assign someone to oversee vendor arrivals

Get ready & enjoy the day

Monitor weather & activate backup plan if needed
Exchange vows and celebrate!

Quick Reference Timeline

1. 12+ months: Budget, venue, guest list

9-12 months: Vendors, attire, rentals

6-9 months: Details, menu, invitations

3-6 months: Send invites, confirm vendors, permits
1-3 months: Finalize logistics, beauty prep

1-4 weeks: Vendor checks, assemble kits, pack bags

1 day: Set up, rehearse, relax
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Wedding day: Celebrate stress-free!
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