
IT Security Audit Checklist for Healthcare
Organizations
An IT security audit checklist for healthcare organizations ensures compliance with data protection regulations and
identifies potential vulnerabilities. This comprehensive guide helps safeguard sensitive patient information by
evaluating network security, access controls, and system integrity. Regular audits promote a proactive approach to
managing cybersecurity risks in healthcare environments.

1. Governance & Compliance
Review compliance with HIPAA, HITECH, GDPR, and applicable local regulations.
Verify existence and regular review of information security policies and procedures.
Ensure staff training and awareness programs are implemented and documented.
Check for a designated Data Protection Officer (DPO) or equivalent.

2. Physical & Environmental Security
Restrict and monitor physical access to servers, data centers, and workstations.
Assess effectiveness of surveillance and alarm systems.
Inspect backup power supplies and environmental controls.

3. Network Security
Verify use of firewalls, intrusion detection/prevention systems (IDS/IPS), and network segmentation.
Assess wireless network security: encryption protocols and SSID management.
Review network monitoring and logging practices.

4. Access Control
Enforce user authentication-preferably multi-factor authentication (MFA).
Review user access rights: least privilege, regular audits, and timely removal of access for former staff.
Check policy for password strength, expiration, and reuse limitation.

5. Application & System Security
Ensure all systems and software are up to date with latest patches.
Conduct vulnerability scans and penetration testing regularly.
Restrict installation of unauthorized applications.

6. Data Protection & Privacy
Verify the use of encryption for data at rest and in transit.
Review backup procedures: frequency, offsite storage, and recovery tests.
Ensure proper data disposal and media sanitization protocols.

7. Incident Response & Monitoring
Check for an incident response plan and evaluate recent incident logs.
Monitor real-time alerts and audit logs for suspicious activities.
Review disaster recovery and business continuity plans.

Sample Audit Checklist Table

Audit Area Audit Item Status Comments



Compliance HIPAA policy review âœ… Reviewed annually

Access Control MFA implemented â​Œ Planned Q3 rollout

Network Security Firewall configuration audit âœ… No issues found

Data Protection Encrypted backups âœ… Tested quarterly
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