
IT Security Audit Checklist for Remote Work
Environments
An IT security audit checklist for remote work environments ensures comprehensive evaluation of security measures
tailored for distributed teams. It covers key areas such as network security, access controls, and data protection to
mitigate risks associated with remote operations. Regular audits help maintain compliance and enhance organizational
resilience against cyber threats.

1. Network Security
Remote workers use secure, encrypted Wi-Fi networks (e.g., WPA3).
Company VPN usage is mandatory and monitored.
Firewall settings are verified and up to date on all devices.
Remote access points are logged and reviewed regularly.
Network segmentation is in place to limit access to critical systems.

2. Access Controls
Multi-factor authentication (MFA) is enabled for all remote logins.
User accounts are regularly reviewed for unnecessary permissions.
Password policies enforce strong, unique passwords and regular changes.
Remote session timeouts are configured appropriately.
Access to sensitive data is limited on a need-to-know basis.

3. Device & Endpoint Security
All remote devices are enrolled in endpoint management systems.
Antivirus and anti-malware solutions are active and up to date.
Regular security patching for operating systems and applications.
Device encryption (e.g., BitLocker, FileVault) is enforced.
Lost or stolen devices are reported immediately and remotely wiped if necessary.

4. Data Protection
Sensitive data transmission uses end-to-end encryption.
Cloud storage repositories are secured with proper access controls.
Regular data backups are performed and tested for recovery.
Employees are trained to recognize and report phishing attempts.
Data retention policies comply with legal and regulatory requirements.

5. Policy & User Awareness
Documented IT security policies are accessible to all employees.
Mandatory cybersecurity awareness training for all remote staff.
Incident response plans are communicated and rehearsed regularly.
User activity is logged and monitored for unusual behavior.
Legal compliance (GDPR, HIPAA, etc.) is reviewed and enforced.

6. Audit & Review
Regular security audits of remote work setups are scheduled and executed.
Vulnerabilities and incidents are documented and remediated promptly.
Audit findings are communicated to management and corrective actions tracked.

Review and update this checklist regularly to address evolving cybersecurity threats in remote work environments.
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