Internal IT Security Audit Checklist for Data Protection

Conducting an Internal IT security audit is essential for ensuring robust data protection measures are in place. This checklist helps identify
vulnerabilities, assess conpliance with security policies, and implement corrective actions to safeguard sensitive information. Regular audits
strengthen overall cybersecurity and reduce the risk of data breaches.

ChecKklist

1. Access Control
o Are user access rights regularly reviewed and updated?
o Is multi-factor authentication implemented for critical systenms?
o Are there procedures for timely deactivation of access for terminated employees?
2. Data Encryption
o s sensitive data encrypted at rest and in transit?
o Are encryption keys securely managed?
3. Network Security
o Are firewalls and intrusion detection/prevention systenrs in place and regularly updated?
o Are network segments for sensitive data separated from general-use areas?
4. Patch Management
o Are operating systens, applications, and firmware kept up to date with security patches?
5. Backup & Recovery
o Are regular backups performed and tested for data ntegrity?
o Are backup files encrypted and securely stored?
6. Physical Security
o Are servers and network devices located in secure, access-controlled environments?
7. Endpoint Security
o Are anti-malware solutions deployed and updated?
o Are endpoint devices (laptops, mobile devices) configured with security best practices?
8. Monitoring & Logging
o Are security logs regularly reviewed for suspicious activities?
o s there centralized logging and alerting in place?
9. Incident Response
o s there an incident response plan, and are staff trained to execute it?
o Are security incidents documented and reviewed for lessons learned?
10. Compliance & Policy
o Are security policies up to date and communicated to all employees?
o Is the organization compliant with relevant regulatory requirements (e.g., GDPR, HIPAA)?
11. User Training
o Do users receive regular cybersecurity awareness training?
o Are phishing simulations or similar exercises conducted?

Regular internal IT security audits help to proactively identify and address risks, ensuring continuous improvement in data protection
practices.
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